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Abstract

The Committee on Governmental Reconstruction of the President's Office approved on

30 March 2002 the Reorganizational Plan for the Executive Yuan. In this Plan, the

establishment of a Ministry of Marine Affairs was proposed and then included in the Draft

Amended Law on the Organization of the Executive Yuan that was later delivered to the

Legislative Yuan for its review and approval.The Ministry of Marine Affairs, along with a

new organization of the Executive Yuan, is expected to be put in place by 20 May 2004 if the

Draft Amended Law is to be supported by a majority of the legislators.

This paper offers academic understanding on governmental reorganization and the

purposes and potential difficulties that reorganization may encounter. Then, this paper

presents the contemporary development of a new international legal-political regime and

defines the meaning of marine affairs through the contents of the annual report of the

United Nations Secretary-General on Oceans and the Law of the Sea submitted to the

UN General Assembly and, with such a definition, to delineate the scope with which the

Ministry of Marine Affairs shall have concern.

This paper further examines the relevant specialized agencies on marine affairs in

countries like the United States, Canada,Australia,Korea, Indonesia,Cook Islands, and the

People's Republic of China for their experiences and structures so as to provide references for

our consideration.

Finally, the author proposes his own recommendations with respect to the potential

structural design for the Ministry of Marine Affairs.
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